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KINAHAN 'S KORNER

The two phrases that I am adamant that I will never say again are 
"Unprecedented times" and "New normal". I am just done with those 
phrases. Things keep changing around us and all we can do is adapt to 
what is happening. This does take extra energy, planning and work but 

we will continue to look after all of our families at St. Joseph School. 

I continue to 'knock on wood' these days as up to this point we have not 
had a positive COVID test result in the school. We have had a few 
parents call to let us know that they have tested positive but their 
children were immediately removed and after being tested, the children 
tested negative.If we do have a positive test result by a student or staff 
member, we will immediately contact all parents/guardians of the cohort 
involved. All connected students and staff would need to go home right 
away and AHS would direct them as to testing and quarantining 
procedures.I continue to pray that this will not happen (knock on wood) . 

Last week, AHS updated their COVID 19 - Alberta Health Daily Checklist. 
There are now 3 levels to this new checklist.The biggest change to this 
checklist is that the symptoms of runny nose and sore throat have been 
moved down to the 3rd level. Please take a look at this new checklist and 
follow the recommendations provided. 

Hopefully by now you have seen the email from our Superintendent, Mr. 
Sampson, in which he has declared next Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 9 & 
10, as non-operational days or wellness days. These first two months of 
school have gone by in a flash as we have been busier than ever.All staff 
are already June-tired and we have a long way to go. Although on the 
surface it will appear as though everything in the school is going great, 
just like a duck we have been paddling like crazy underneath. These 
extra two days will go a loooooonnnnnnggggg way in helping everyone 
to rejuvenate and refresh. 

Once again, I want to thank our wonderful parents and guardians for 

supporting our St. Joe's family. We are in this together and together we 
will get through it. 

God bless and stay safe, 

Mr. Kinahan 
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Report Cards 
Report cards for 

Grades Kindergarten
Grade 5 will go home 
on Thursday, Nov. 19. 

Just a reminder to 
parents that Office 
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Hours are the last Wednesday of 
every month. The purpose of these 

are to take the place of parent teacher 
interviews and allow teachers to 

contact families on a more regular 
basis. This allows for any issues or 
concerns that have come up to be 

addressed more readily. At this time 
we are not open to parents coming to 

the school, but feel free to contact 
your child's teacher anytime. Office 

Hours for this month are on 
Wednesday, November 25 from 

3:30-4:30 pm. 

Important Dates 

Sunday, Nov. 1- Set your clocks back 

Monday, Nov. 2- Poinsettia Sale Starts 

Wednesday, Nov. 4- Take Your Kids to Work Day, 

Virtual (Grade 9) 

Thursday, Nov. 12- Picture Retake Day 

Thursday, Nov. 12- Grade 1/2 to 8:45 Mass 

Thursday, Nov. 12- Academic/Athletic Awards 

Friday, Nov. 13- SJS Remembrance Day Service 

10:40 am 

Monday, Nov. 16- Poinsettia sale ends 

Thursday, Nov. 19- Grade lW to 8:45 Mass 

Thursday, Nov. 19- School Spirit Day (Jersey Day) 

Thursday, Nov. 19- Report cards go home for Grades 

Kindergarten- Grade 5 

Wednesday, Nov. 25- Office Hours 3:30-4:30 pm 

Thursday, Nov. 26- Kindergarten AM to 8:45 Mass 

Don't forget, our Picture Retake Day is on Thursday, 
Nov. 12. All students who missed the original 

picture Day or are getting retakes, must arrive at 
the school no later 9:30 am. More information will 

be sent home closer to the date. Say Cheese! 
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Friends of SJS
Friends of SJS is happy once again to offer the annual Poinset t ia Fundraiser for 

our school. A l l  proceeds wil l  go to the C lassroom Improvement  Fund. Sale 
starts on M onday, N ovember 2 and ends M onday, N ovember 16. 
A n email with this informat ion along with printable order forms 

wil l  be sent  home. O rder forms are also at tached to this newslet ter. 
H appy Shopping!

On this Remembrance Day, we reflect on the courage of those who fought 
for our freedom. Praise God for the privileges we experience in Canada, and 

pray for those around the world who do not have the same rights and 
freedoms.

Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor 

and oppressed. (Psalm 82:3)

Although we cannot join as a community to honour this very important time, 
we encourage all our families to take a minute of 

silence for all those who have fought and died for our 
country. SJS will take part in digital service here at the 

school on Friday, Nov. 13 at 10:40 am. 

Academic/Athlet ic Awards
The 2019-2020 Awards for Academics and Athlet ics for SJS will be on 

Thursday, Nov. 12. Although we are sad that we cannot come together and 
recognize everyone in person for their achievements, recipients will st ill 

receive cert ificates, monetary prizes and the opt ion to have their photo taken 
with their prospect ive plaque.  Families will be not ified  prior to this day to 

arrange for delivery of awards. 

Congratulat ions to all our SJS students for  your hard work!



6.5” Premium Poinsettias
A holiday favourite! Brighten up any room this 
winter with a vibrant poinsettia. Available in 
red, white, and pink, the 6.5” poinsettias are 
perfect for your home, hotels, restaurants and 
banks over the holidays.

Tropical Indoor Planter
Add a festive look to your table with a mixed 
tropical planter. There are four different, live 
plant varieties included with holiday decor in 
a rectangular tin. Planter container designs do 
vary and cannot be requested.

Holiday Wreath
The popular wreath is getting an upgrade! 
A large, plaid bow is featured in the middle 
of fresh noble, cedar and juniper. Frosted 
pinecones and red berries complete the new 
look - ready to welcome guests at your door!

Hanging Greenery Bough
Celebrate with a merry bough of greenery! 
A fun, vintage, burlap bag holds premium 
greens, red ilex berry branches and an array 
of novelty decorations. This hangs outside on 
your front door or leans on the patio.

Outdoor Greenery Arrangement
Welcome guests to your home in-style with 
a deluxe greenery arrangement. This large, 
outdoor planter stands over 2 feet tall with 
beautiful, premium holiday greens, red ilex 
berry branches and decorations.

* All items may not be exactly as shown. We have a variety of plant/greenery mixes, containers, and holiday features.  *

Size of Poinsettias in a 6.5” pot

Approx.  14 - 16” tall
and 13 - 16” wide

GrowingSmilesFundraising.com
1 - 866 - 806 - 1523

info@growingsmilesfundraising.com
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Customer Information
Ex. Jane Doe

555-555-5555
jdoe@email.ca

6.5” Premium Poinsettia Tropical 
Planter

Holiday 
Wreath

Hanging
Greenery
Bough

Outdoor 
Greenery 

Arrangement
Customer 

Order Totals Paid
# Red # White # Pink $ Total # Items $ Total # Items $ Total # Items $ Total # Items $ Total

Page Totals

GrowingSmilesFundraising.com
1 - 866 - 806 - 1523

info@growingsmilesfundraising.com
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Winter 
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© KEV Group Inc. ~ 1 ~ School Cash Online – Parent Registration 

  

For safety and efficiency reasons, Holy Spirit Catholic School District would like to reduce the amount of Cash & Checks coming 

into our school.  School Cash Online is our school’s preferred method of payment. Please join the thousands of parents who have 

already registered and are enjoying the convenience of paying ONLINE!   It takes less than 5 minutes to register.  Please follow 

these step-by-step instructions, so you will begin to receive email notifications regarding upcoming events involving your 

child(ren).    

NOTE:  If you require assistance, select the SUPPORT option in the top right hand corner of the screen. 

Step 1: Register 
 

a)  If you have not registered, please go to the School Cash Online home page 

https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/  

and select the “Get Started Today” option. 

 

b) Complete each of the Registration Steps 

*For Security Reasons your password, requires 8 characters,  

 one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 

 

Step 2: Confirmation Email 
 

A registration confirmation email will be forwarded to you.  Click on 

the link provided inside the email to confirm your email and School 

Cash Online account. 

The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site 

prompting you to sign into your account.  Use your email address 

and password just created with your account. 

 

 Step 3: Find Student 
        
This step will connect your children to your account. 

a) Enter the School Board Name 

b) Enter the School Name 

c) Enter Your Child’s Name & Birth Date 

d) Enter Your Child’s ASN (available from your school) 

e) Select Continue 

f) On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check 

in the Agree box and select Continue 

g) Your child has been added to your account   

 

Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  
 

If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and 

repeat the steps above.  5 children can be added to one parent 

account. 

If you do not wish to add additional children, select  

“View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available items for purchase will be displayed. 

Available Now 

https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/




The “fruit of the Spirit” is evidence that our character is becoming 
more like Christ’s. Faithfulness is one of these nine fruits. When 
we think about this attribute, we cannot help thinking about the 
saints who so faithfully answered the call to holiness. When saints 
are canonized, we recognize someone who has been honoured as 
a hero or model of faith. But guess what? We are all called to be 
saints by virtue of our Baptism and we are called to imitate Christ 
by living a life of holiness. Our children though are not called to 
seek holiness in any particular way but according to their own 
nature, their own character, and the conditions of their own life.  

This month, talk to your children about what their God-given 
talents are and encourage them to use them to demonstrate in 
their own special way God’s compassionate love. This is how they 
will learn to connect that when they are being gracious at home 
and at school, they are actually doing what they can to faithfully 
live a holy life. Learn more about how you can help your child 
answer their call to holiness by watching a short video by  
Joe Paprocki here.

November
I can do all things through him who strengthens me!

f

On November 8, we proudly celebrate our schools as faith-filled 
learning communities on Catholic Education Sunday.  Holy 
Spirit Catholic Schools has created a booklet to explain 
the basics of our Catholic faith tradition and how you will 
experience this being lived out in your child’s school.  You 
can access the booklet here.

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools… where children are cherished  
and achieve their potential.

Living a virtuous life makes salvation possible. Ken Yasinski, a 
popular Catholic speaker from Saskatoon, reminds us that, “As 
Catholic parents, our number one goal is to get our children to 
heaven.” He and his wife Janelle have a wonderful video called 
“How to Teach Virtue to Children” that you can watch here. Each 
time your children hear our call to action to “be gracious” from 
our faith plan this year, it is a reminder to use the virtues to guide 
their day to day actions. This does not just happen at school of 
course. It is actually in the home where we first learn to live out 
our vocations. If we want to live each day with holiness, we must 
start with our own surroundings.   

We hope your family is enjoying the Mass 
Transit Cards to discuss the Sunday Gospel 
with your family. To access the November 
cards, click here.Catholic Education

Faith & Family

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”
(Philippians 1:3)

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  November 2020

We are all called to live holy lives but as Pope Francis always 
reminds us, we are not alone in this quest. Catholics believe in 
the communion of saints and we know that the saints who walk 
with us protect and guide us. We are grateful that they sustain 
and carry us when times are difficult. While we can always pray 
directly to God, we also know that we can ask that the saints 
pray for us too.  

This month, after your family says your prayers, ask your 
favourite saint, or perhaps the 
patron saint of your child’s 
school, to pray for your family.  
It’s as simple as saying at the 
end of your prayer, “St. Francis, 
pray for us.”

Resources:  Peter Gohn-Good Catholic-Catholic at Home (Peter Gohn);  
Saint of the Day (Leonard Foley and Pat McCloskey)

 Special Days to Remember

1    All Saints’ Day
2    All Souls’ Day
8    Catholic Education Sunday
11  Remembrance Day
25  Feast Day of St. Catherine of Alexandria

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Philippians 4:13

Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Be Grateful

Adapted from Called to Pray (Justin McClain)

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, 

because you know that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7NQVoq-kbI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/faith/religious_education/attends_a_Catholic_School
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0pOFTB87wY&feature=emb_logo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IBRIySCPpk6_hnI2xh55eTAROppvGNkB/view?usp=sharing
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Catholic Education Sunday is an annual event that celebrates the important and critical role which 

our Catholic schools play in the province of Alberta.  Publicly funded Catholic education is a gift, 

which provides faith-based education to more than 180,000 students in Alberta.  The Alberta 

Bishops’ commitment to Catholic education is steadfast and we continue actively to work with the 

Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association (ACSTA), the Council of Catholic School 

Superintendents of Alberta (CCSSA) and Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE) to 

ensure the future of Catholic education in our province.   

 

The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Sunday is from the Book of Isaiah.  In the context of 

our current pandemic, it offers us the prophet’s words of solicitude, prophetic fulfillment, and hope 

in the face of challenge. 

 

Those who hope in the LORD shall renew their strength. 

(Isaiah 40:31, NRSV.) 

 

The pandemic continues to have a deep impact on every facet of our society, including the Catholic 

Education of our young people.  During the shut-down of schools in the spring, Catholic Education 

faced this challenge by providing virtual classrooms, which continued to engage students in their 

academic learning and religious faith instruction. When the schools reopened in the fall, many new 

practices were put in place to adhere to the health precautions and to ensure student safety.  In the 

midst of these challenges, Catholic Education has been embracing the call for renewal and inviting 

students and their families to look to the future with hope.   

 

On the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the Alberta Bishops released the Pastoral 

Statement on the Impact of COVID-19 and the Call to Christian Renewal.  The Pastoral Statement 



 

describes this as a “time for bold creativity and life-giving transformation for all.”  Some 

significant societal issues, which were hidden by the distractions of pre-pandemic life, are now 

very evident.  This calls people of Faith, and especially our Catholic educators, to chart a prophetic 

path in addressing these issues now and in the future.   

 

“Specifically, we seek new ways to promote authentic human development and flourishing in the 

very way that we live, care for others, work, organize society and interact with one another. Moved 

by our faith in Christ and inspired by the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, we invite the 

Catholic community to join us in looking afresh at certain aspects of our life together in society, 

to discern and decide a course for true social, cultural and spiritual renewal.”  (Pastoral Statement 

on the Impact of COVID-19 and the Call to Christian Renewal) 

 

This call for renewal will be embraced by our young people through the role that Catholic 

education must play in strengthening authentic human development, which is essential for true 

social, cultural and spiritual renewal for the future of our society.  

 

Pope Francis, in his encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, proposes such a renewal by rediscovering the value 

of human fraternity and recognizing ourselves as sisters and brothers, who are responsible for one 

another and called to stand by those who suffer.  

 

“Education and upbringing, concern for others, a well-integrated view of life and spiritual growth: 

all these are essential for quality human relationships and for enabling society itself to react against 

injustices, aberrations and abuses of economic, technological, political and media power.” (Fratelli 

Tutti, No. 167) 

 

Another example of this spirit of renewal can be found in recently beatified Carlos Acutis, a young 

man of our era. He lived the faith by devoting himself to the Eucharist and responding to this Grace 

in his life by caring for the poor, advocating for those living with physical or mental challenges, 

and using technology to further evangelization.  Blessed Carlos Acutis has been called “a 

millennial saint.” His example can guide young people in our Catholic schools to learn about him 

and to be inspired by his active witness to the Catholic Social Teachings of our faith!    

 

Catholic Education fosters high academic achievement and provides students with personal and 

communal spiritual formation.  Catholic Education invites students to see each other and, indeed, 

the peoples of the world as their sisters and brothers.  This fraternity calls the students to respond 

to those in need locally and globally.  These good works help young people to seek the common 

good and to bring Christ’s love and hope to others. 

 

May the efforts of everyone bring hope and renewed strength to all those committed to Catholic 

Education. In this time of pandemic, we extend to our Catholic school communities our prayers 

and blessing for the celebration of Catholic Education Sunday. 

 



 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Catholic Bishops of Alberta and NWT 

 

Most Reverend Richard W. Smith 

Archbishop of Edmonton 

 

Most Reverend William T. McGrattan 

Bishop of Calgary 

  

 
 

Most Reverend David Motiuk 

Bishop of the Ukrainian Eparchy of Edmonton 

 

 

Most Reverend Gerard Pettipas CSsR 

Archbishop Grouard-McLennan 

Most Reverend Paul Terrio 

Bishop of St. Paul  

 
 

Most Reverend Jon Hansen CSsR 

Bishop of Mackenzie-Fort Smith 
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